VERSACIKNITS
HESTER’S Hat class

“Brioche Rib” is an increasingly popular pattern stitch that forms a deep, soft rib
with a lot of give. Because it is a series of tuck stitches throughout (each stitch
worked is essentially pulling 2 rows together into one knit stitch) it can be very
dense when knit at the recommended gauge for a specific yarn or almost
mesh like when knit very loosely on larger than recommended needles. In either
case the resulting fabric has a lot of give and is a great choice for scarves,
cowls, blankets, shawls and socks.
Many people are intimidated by the idea of brioche rib because it sounds
complicated and can be difficult to fix if you drop a stitch or make a mistake.
Because of this, it is important to understand the mechanics of brioche rib.
There are two methods for working brioche rib: "Work in the Stitch Below" or
"Yarn Over". We are going to learn both and then go on to work in 2 colors.
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WHAT IS BRIOCHE: TUCK STITCHES
A tuck stitch is a knitted stitch which creates a "tuck" effect by carrying one or
more loops from previous row(s). Some people say. That a "tucked st" is like a
shawl around the shoulders of its companion stitch.
You can create a tuck stitch in 2 ways:

“Work in Stitch Below”
• K1b (knit 1 in stitch from the row below) or
• p1b (purl 1 in stitch from the row below)

"Yarn Over"
WS view

• k1 into a sl1yo from previous row called a brk
(brioche-knit stitch).

Waffle Stitch, Fisherman’s Rib and Brioche Rib are all worked using tuck stitch.
• For Waffle Stitch, the tuck is worked on every other
stitch on alternate RS rows, using "work in st below".
Waffle Stitch (even # of sts)
Row 1 (WS): Knit.
Row 2: *K1, k1b; rep from * to end.
Row 3: Knit.
Row 4: *K1b, k1; rep from * to end.
Repeat these 4 rows.

• For Fisherman’s Rib, the tuck is worked on only one
side of the fabric in a 1x1 rib, using "work in st below".
When this method is worked on both sides of the
fabric it is called Double Fisherman’s Rib.
Fisherman’s Rib (even # of sts)
Row 1 (RS): Knit.
Row 2: *P1, k1b; rep from * to end.
Rep Rows 1 and 2 for pattern.

• For Brioche Rib, the tuck is worked on both sides of the
fabric on every other stitch, using the "yarn over". Both
Brioche Rib and Double Fisherman’s Rib make the
same fabric, but often at different gauges.
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TUCK STITCH/ BRIOCHE RIB ABBREVIATIONS
brk

Brioche-knit as follows: Knit the st that was slipped on
the previous rnd together with its companion yo.

brp

Brioche-purl as follows: Purl the st that was slipped on
the previous rnd together with its companion yo.

brk3tog

Insert RH needle into next 3 sts (including their
companion yo’s) and knit them together—a rightleaning double dec.

brsssk

Slip the next 3 sts (including their companion yo’s)1 at
a time kwise; transfer all sts back to the LH needle; knit
them together through the back loops—a left-leaning
double dec.

k1b

Knit 1 in stitch from the row below.

p1b

Purl 1 in stitch from the row below.

sl1yo

Slip 1 st purlwise, yo

yf

Yarn forward
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PRACTICING TUCK STITCH
With A, CO 20 sts (even # of sts).

DOUBLE FISHERMAN’S RIB
“Work in Stitch Below” Method: Double Fisherman’s Rib
Knit 3 rows.

Row 1: K2, *k1, k1b; rep from * to last 2 sts, k2.
Place marker to indicate RS.
Rep Row 1 for pattern.
Continue until comfortable with method, ending with RS row.
Knit 3 rows, then change to 'Yarn Over"

BRIOCHE RIB
“Yarn Over” Metod: BRIOCHE RIB
Set-up Row: K2, *yf sl1yo, k1; rep from * to last 2 sts, k2.

Row 1: K2, *yf, sl1yo, brk1; rep from * to last 2 sts, k2.
Rep row 1 for pattern. Continue until comfortable with method.
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2-COLOR BRIOCHE RIB IN-THE-ROUND
When you work Brioche Rib in-the-round, it takes 2 rnds to actually "work" all of
the sts.
• The 1st rnd is worked in color A and
• The 2nd rnd is worked in color B (on the fabric,1 knit stitch = 2 rnds).
• One side of the fabric features color A and the other side features color
B. Note: Some directions call the sides DC (dark color) and LC (light
color).

• Because you are working in-the-round, you are not turning the work. So, you
need to work purl sts on the 2nd rnd, either a p1b (purl in the stitch below) or a
brp (brioche-purl).
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WORKING HESTER'S HAT
• Once you have CO for the size you want and completed the Brim, begin the
Body of the hat or headband in 2-Color Brioche Rib, as follows, and work the
requisite number of repeats:

2-Color Brioche Rib in-the Round (even # of sts)
Set-up rnd: With A, yf, *sl1yo, p1; rep from * around; leave A in
front after completing last st.
Rnd 1 (knit rnd): With B, *brk1, yf, sl1yo; rep from * around.
Leave B in front after completing last sl1yo.
Rnd 2 (purl rnd): With A, *sl1yo, brp1; rep from * around,
working last st together with the yo from the previous rnd;
leave A in front after completing last st.
When you have completed these 2 rnds, you have worked all
sts once.
Rep Rnds 1 and 2 for patt.
• If you are working a hat, make decreases on the crown as directed. Note:
When you get to the crown, double decreases are worked, in order to
maintain the pattern stitch on subsequent rounds.
Other Resources:

https://www.briochestitch.com Website by Nancy Merchant
Interweave Brioche vs Fisherman’s Rib

Enjoy your new hat/headband!
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