Soundtrack Steeking Hack

If you’re thinking of steeking your
Soundtrack Pullover, you’ll need to protect
your center stitch so that it’s easy to cut
later. Here’s how:
First, sizes 1, 2, 5, 6 and 7 can knit the
pattern as usual. There are no changes
you’ll need to make right now, so dive right
in and have fun.
Sizes 3, 4, 8 and 9 ONLY
The instructions for your size have an
increase that lands at just about the center
of the front all the way down the body of
the sweater. This means that when you go
to steek your sweater, you’ll be trying to
cut through an increase – this makes for
a less tidy (and confusing, and potentially
troublesome) experience when it comes

time to prepare your steek and cut your
sweater.
The tiny modification provided here won’t
change the look or feel of your sweater, so
even if you decide NOT to steek it later, you
can still wear it as a pullover and it will look
every bit as nice.
Go to page 4 of the pattern and locate
this section in the left column (below).
Instead of knitting across the front section
as the pattern indicates, knit the number
of stitches shown in the box on the right
side of the screenshot and place a unique
marker. You want to be sure this marker
stands out so it doesn’t get confused with
your side markers. The stitch immediately
after this center marker is the center stitch.
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After you mark the center stitch, continue
the rest of the row as written. You should
have the same number of stitches between
markers that the pattern indicates. The only
difference is that there’s an extra marker
right before the center stitch.
Work the short rows as written (or skip
them, if you don’t want to include short
rows).
Once you’ve completed the short rows,
you’ll use that center stitch marker as a
guidepost when you reach the increase
rows. You can work all of the other sections
like normal, but when you reach that
center section, your job is to make sure the
increase happens before or after the center
stitch, but not directly on it (or immediately
next to it). Ideally you want a buffer of one
stitch before and after the center stitch
where there are no increases. To do this,
you’ll be working the increase in that
section slightly earlier or slightly later than
where it indicates in the pattern. It might
feel a bit strange, but I promise you won’t
notice it later.

Example
To illustrate how this will work, I’m
providing two examples. It is up to you to
navigate this throughout the pattern, and
will require you to decide on each increase
row whether you’re going to work the
increase before the center (or after) and
exactly where you’ll place it.
First Increase Row (pg 5, top left) – This
increase row doesn’t have slipped stitches
as guides yet. Just be sure the increase
doesn’t land on or next to the center
stitch. If it does, just work it a bit early and
continue to the end. As long as you make
the correct number of increases, you’re fine.
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The next increase section has slipped
stitches as guides. Here are the original
instructions:
Next round (increase): With CC, [k2, kfb,
k2, slwyib] rep bet brackets to end of
round – 19 (20, 22, 22, 23, 23, 23, 24, 24)
st inc
The kfb (knit into front and back of same
stitch to increase 1) is worked right at the
center of that section – that’s the issue you
want to avoid. Work the rest of the row like
normal, but on the section that has the
center stitch, you would work it like this:
[k1, kfb, k3, slwyib]. This moves the increase
away from the center.
As you continue through the pattern,
alternate the increase in that section so
that it’s worked before the center stitch,
then after the center stitch. This will evenout the increases so that your front doesn’t
get lopsided when you cut into it later. And
remember: If you decide not to steek it later,
that’s okay. It won’t hurt anything.

Please Remember
It literally doesn’t matter where you work
the increase in a given “section” – as long
as you get all the increases worked on the
round, and there’s one increase in each
section, as directed. You might want to
overthink it. You might worry that one
increase is two stitches before the center,
and another is only one stitch before the
center. DON’T WORRY, friend. Here’s what
you need to worry about:
1. That you put an increase in each section
when you’re on an increase row.
2. That your increase doesn’t land right on
or next to the center stitch.
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3. That you alternate them so they fall
before the center and after the center
a relatively even number of times,
so that – in the end – if you cut your
sweater, your front sections will have
the same number of stitches. (If you
lose track, just count how many stitches
are before the center stitch, then count
how many stitches are after the center
stitch. Remember not to count the
center stitch.
If you have 58 stitches
before the center stitch, then a center
stitch, and then 57 stitches after the
center, then you’ll want to work your next
increase after the center stitch.

😊

Each area between the slipped stitch
columns represents a “section”. On every
increase row there should be one increase
in each section. The only thing you’re doing
to prepare for the steek is making sure you
don’t have an increase that lands directly
on (or immediately next to) the center
stitch. That’s it.

When your sweater is finished, we’ll work
through how to mark that center stitch and
work the steeking method to secure your
sweater for cutting. There’s nothing more
you need to do as you knit your sweater.
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