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January Gansey Workshop

1) Video: Module 5 (Click here or on the video image at right) 
If you have any issues viewing the video or accessing any tools 
in any module, you can find everything here: 

Module 5

2) Working the neckline 
One of the perks of the January Gansey is that you will be working with live stitches for the 
neckline. This means you get to skip right past the struggle of picking up stitches, and the only 
thing to worry about is getting the right multiple of stitches to work the ribbing evenly.  
 
3) Speaking of stitch multiples... 
I often receive questions about how to pick up the right multiple of stitches, or beyond that - 
What does pick up a multiple of 5 + 3 (or any number combination) even mean?!? I take a 
deep dive into how to get the right multiple of stitches for ribbing in a recent blog post, linked 
below. You can apply this to any project that requires ribbing or button bands, or any time you 
are asked to adjust your stitch count in order to have a specific multiple of stitches to work the 
pattern. You can read all about it here: http://www.oliveknits.com/how-to-stitch-multiples-for- 
knitted-ribbing/ 
 
4) Shoulder gusset adjustments 
I talk about this more in this week's module video (above), but you can make slight 
adjustments to your neckline by adjusting your shoulder gussets. Keep in mind, you don't 
have to change anything; you can knit the shoulder gusset exactly as written. If making 
modifications isn't your thing, skip this topic altogether. But our bodies are all different, and 
you may find that a little extra room in the neck or shoulder might provide a more comfortable 
fit. If you like making slight adjustments to suit your preferred fit (and you feel comfortable 
troubleshooting the process), you can adjust the size of your gusset as I describe in the video. 
I recommend working them as written first - just to see if it might already be right for you. But if 
you work it as written and feel that you need or want more room, you can stop the shoulder 
graft a few stitches sooner and work the gusset over a larger number of stitches.  
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5) Binding off 

Binding off can be as complicated as you want to make it. I like to use the good old 
fashioned, regular, plain bind-off because it's second nature for me and I do it so often that I 
am able to carefully control the tension and stretch of my edge.  
 
However, the benefit to having many different ways of achieving the same result is that what 
works for one, may not work for another. If there's anything I've learned in my years of 
teaching and designing, it's that it's important to use the method that works FOR YOU. If a 
regular bind off doesn't work for you, there are hundreds of variations to choose from. Here 
are a few helpful versions if you need ideas (thank you to Interweave Knits for these):  
https://www.interweave.com/article/knitting/binding-off-intermediate-and-advanced- 
techniques/ 
 
Too Tight 
If you finish your neckline and find that it's lacking stretch/elasticity when you tug along the 
bound-off edge, this means you've worked the bind off too tightly. You'll see this not just on 
necklines, but on sleeve cuffs, as well. If you slip on your sweater and find that it's hard to 
get your head through the neck space, you've bound off too tightly and will want to try it 
again.  
 
Too Loose 
A neat and tidy bind-off will impact the finished look and feel of your garment; don't be 
tempted to bind off too loosely, either. A loose bind off will look sloppy and have a slight 
waffle effect that does not correct with blocking.  
 
Just Right 
The ideal bind off should have a bit of stretch to it - like an elastic waistband. But it should 
bounce back into place so it looks tidy. If necessary, practice binding off until you get the 
right amount of elasticity and structure.  
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